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in the ecclesiastical records of Worcester there is a bond
dated ijth November, 1582, indemnifying the Bishop of
Worcester in any action that might arise by means of any
pre-contract, consanguinity, affinity or by any other law-
ful means if William Shakespeare (his name is spelt
Shagspere) and Ann Hathaway are married. The sureties
are Fulke Sandall and John Richardson, friends of the
bride. Shakespeare was aged eighteen-and-a-half, and
Ann, if the dates on her gravestone are correct, was aged
twenty-six. Nor was Ann Hathaway a peasant. Visitors to
^Stratford upon Avon go to Shottery to see 'Ann Hatha-
way's Cottage/ but the house is very far from being a
cottage. It is the dwelling of a yeoman, of means, as can be
seen from the carved four-poster bed, and the panelling.
There is no need to sentimentalise the courtship, for the
wedding seems to have been hasty. Five months later, on
the 26th May, 1583, Susanna, their first child, was bap-
tised, and on the 22nd February, i$&5? twins, Hamnet
and Judith, were baptised. Apart from these records no
-feet in Shakespeare's early biography is recorded in any
Official document.

It is not known when Shakespeare first appeared in
London. The essential years, when most men collect their
experiences, are missing. There are various traditions:
that he was obliged to leave Stratford because he was in
trouble for poaching deer from Sir Thomas Lucy, the
great man of those parts; that for a time he was a school-
master in the country; that he first entered the theatre in
some mean employment. -But they do not account for
everything.